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Obr. 12. Makroskopicky obraz oziejmuje povsechnou nespecifickou atrofii (A), kterd je patrnd i na
korondrnim fezu v barveni hematoxylinem a eosinem (B). Mikroskopicky je v mozku ve standardnim

barveni patrnd rdzné vyraznd numerickd atrofie regresivné zménénych neuront doprovdzend reaktivni

astrogliézou (C). Charakteristickym obrazem jsou rizné pocetnd amyloidovd depozita — kuru plaky —

neuritu (E). Dystrofické neurity jsou patrné v okoli plak (F) (pfevzato z Hainfellner et al., Brain Pathol.

1997 a Liberski 2019, ref. 38)
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kladan, stejné jako Ze se jedna o onemocnéni

infekéni. Zadné nalezy, véetné patologickych,
v té dobé viak nesvédcily pro pfitomnost
zanétu v nervové soustavé. Zadnou stopu
nepfinesly ani genetické studie. VSechny po-
kusy o pfeneseni (inokulaci) kuru na obvykla
laboratorni zvifata byly neldspésné.

V cervenci 1959, kdyz byl opét na vyzku-
mu v novoguinejské dzungli, dostal Gajdusek
dopis od amerického veterinare, plsobici-
ho v Anglii, Williama Hadlowa z Comptonu
u Newbury v Berkshire. Doktor Hadlow v ném
Gajduska informoval o analogiich mezi kuru
a scrapie, progresivnim neurodegenerativnim
onemocnénim ovci a koz, jez bylo endemické
ve Spojeném krélovstvi a bylo znamo jiz od
18. stoleti, a které se podafilo experimentélné
pfenést jiz v roce 1936: ,/'ve been impressed
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with the overall resemblance of kuru and an
obscure degenerative disorder of sheep called
scrapie [...]. The lesions in the goat seem to
be remarkably like those described for kuru.
However, aside from this aspect of the disea-
ses, other features appear to have much in
common. All this suggests to me that an ex-
perimental approach similar to that adopted
for scrapie might prove to be extremely fruitful
inthe case of kuru. [...] because I've been gre-
atly impressed by the intriguing implication,
I've submitted a letter to The Lancet.” Hadlow
pozdéji zdlraznil, Ze jej na patologickém
obraze kuru upoutaly zejména zmény, které
zaznamenal u scrapie pred 40 lety: intrace-
luldrni vakuoly, které byly u scrapie popsany
ve skutec¢nosti jiz Besnoitem et al. v roce 1898
(Hadlow, 1959).

Obr. 13. Historicky snimek D. C. Gajduseka spolu
s Evou Mitrovou a Michalem Drobnym ve ,sta-
ré” posluchdrné Neurologické kliniky JLF a UN
v Martiné v roce 1996, kdy byl Gajdusekovi udélen
Cestny doktordt UK v Bratislaveé; foto © Egon Kurca

Obr. 14. Stanley Prusiner (uprostfed) po své pfed-
ndsce o prionech na Heinrich-Heine Universitdit
v Disseldorfu v srpnu 2018 béhem své posledni
ndvstévy v Evropé pred pandemil covidu-19 ©HHU
Ddisseldorf, Germany

Gajdusek v roce 1959 odpovédél toto:

»As you may have been able to gather from our
articles on kuru, we are pursuing the matter of
possible infectious etiology extensively — | am,
in fact, a virologist by training. However, we
have thus far had poor luck with inoculation
experiments and the possibility of doing more
extensive inoculation work has, until now, been
small. We are, however, proceeding accordingly
at the present time and frozen and fresh mate-
rial is being injected into a number of animal
hosts during this year’s work on kuru. In your
note to The Lancet, which | am deeply grate-
ful to you for bringing to my attention, | note
that you probably have not seen our extensive
pathological description of kuru which inclu-
des some features which were little stressed
in the report you have quoted.” Po poukazu
na podobnost se scrapie nabralo patrani po
Ze scrapie se opakované podafilo inokulaci
prenést z ovci na jiné kopytniky, Gajdusek
navrhl jako prvni model pro experimentaini
model kuru Simpanze, vysledky publikoval
v letech 1966 a 1967 (Gajdusek et al., 1964;
1966; 1967). Potom nasledovaly uspésné
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